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The Hotspot and Frontier Analysis of Library
Science Abroad in 2019

KE Ping SHI Tingting HU Juan

(Department of Information Resource Management, Business School, Nankai University,
Tianjin 300071, China)

Abstract: [ Purpose/significance ] This paper analyzes papers of selected foreign journals in 2019, reveals
the research hotspots and the latest research progress of library science abroad, in order to provide some
references for the development of library science research and librarianship in China. [ Method/process ]
This paper systematically reviews the literature sources, research topics, research hotspots and frontiers of
the four journals, namely Library Trends, Journal of Documentation, Library Management and Library and
Information Science Research. [ Results/conclusion ] The analysis shows that foreign research in 2019
mainly focuses on the following topics: information behavior and information retrieval, library management,
basic research of library science, library services, information literacy, etc. In addition, there are discussions
on information processing, informetrics, knowledge organization, library construction, etc.Their research
focus on a few specific groups and critical thinking about the inherent and new problems of librarianship,
which reflects the latest research trends of foreign library science to a certain extent.
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