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The Characteristics of Social Science Research
Institution Libraries from the Development of
the Institute of Economics Library

WANG Yanfeng HUANG Chen

(Institute of Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100836, China)

Abstract: [ Purpose/significance ] Most social science research institute libraries have distinctive

disciplinary characteristics. In recent years, with the merger and reorganization of research institute libraries,
how to maintain characteristics is a question worthy of serious consideration. [ Method/process ] This paper
makes a survey of and summarizes the development history and experience of the research institute libraries of
the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, especially the library of the Institute of Economics, so as to analyze
the main characteristics. [ Result/conclusion ] From the perspective of the development and practical
experience of the Library of the Institute of Economics, the libraries of social science research institutions
mainly have four characteristics, namely: the long-term accumulation of “professional, deep, special, and
refined” unique and advantageous collections; librarians who have long been professionals, experienced in
their institutions’ disciplines and inheriting from generation to generation; guarding, organizing and extending
the influence of the academic assets; unremittingly exploring and integrating into scientific research. Based
on these characteristics, research institution libraries should be positioned as hybrid and research-type special
libraries in order to maintain their disciplinary characteristics for a long time.

Keywords: Social sciences; Research institutions; Special libraries
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