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Review of the Belt and Road Initiative Studies
by Major Overseas Strategic
Think Tanks

WANG Linggui' GAO Zihua’

(1. National Institute for Global Strategy, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China;
2. School of Law, Shanxi Datong University, Datong 037000, China)

Abstract: [ Purpose/significance ] Think tanks are important as being symbolic of the soft power and
discourse power of a country in the international arena.Since the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) was proposed
five years ago, major overseas strategic think tanks have been conducting tracking studies on it. In order to
further promote the implementation of BRI and the “Going-out” Strategy, it is of critical importance for China
to make a systematic survey of the forming and evolution of the main viewpoints as well as to completely
understand the related thinking, policies and proposals. [ Method/process ] This paper divides the
implementation process of BRI into six stages, compares the overseas think tanks’ research conducted in these
stages, and explores what they are thinking, considering and the constructive proposals and strategies they put
forward, so as to offer better advice and suggestions for the “Going-out” of BRI. [ Result/conclusion ] This
research shows that in the examinations and discussions on BRI by overseas think tanks, their viewpoints vary
with the stages and research domains. The opinions given from different dimensions and in different stages
are not only significant reference points to analyse and judge their countries’ cooperation intentions under the
framework of BRI, but also of great reference value for China to advance the BRI construction in a prudent
and steady way. In general, the attitudes of overseas think tanks toward BRI have gone through the following
phases:observing from the sidelines, involving, doubting/backing, studying carefully, and defaming/praising.
At present, most overseas think tanks’ position remains neutral on BRI.China needs to strengthen relevant
studies and grasp the positions and dynamics of major think tanks, in order to further promote the BRI
construction by preparations in research and policies.

Keywords: Think tanks; The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI); Review
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