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Study on Think Tank Research Frontiers
Based on Bibliometric Tools

YU Liping' WU Sici’

(1. School of Statistics and Mathematics, Zhejiang Gongshang University,
Hangzhou 310018, China; 2. School of Management and E-Business,
Zhejiang Gongshang University, Hangzhou 310018, China )

Abstract: [ Purpose/significance ] Think tanks are becoming increasingly prominent for the modernization
of national governance and scientific management decisions and capabilities. Think tanks become one of the
important indicators to measure a country’s comprehensive competitiveness and soft power. Studying the
hotspots of China’s think tank research is of great significance to promote the construction of China’s new
types of think tanks. [ Method/process ] Taking the literature on think tanks pulished from 2007 to 2017 on
the journals of Chinese Social Sciences Citation Index ( CSSCI ) and included by China National Knowledge
Infrastructure ( CNKI ) as the research object, this paper uses the bibliometric tools CiteSpace, BICOMB and
Ucinet to conduct visual analysis of the key words, institutions, journals, authors and regional associations,
and explores the current hotspots and progress of think tank research. [ Result/conclusion ] The study finds
that the definition and connotation of think tanks are the hotspots of current think tank research, indicating
that think tank research is still in its infancy; intelligence, higher education, and social science journals prefer
to publish literature on think tanks; and think tank research is developed in regions of developed higher
education.

Keywords: Think tank; CiteSpace; BICOMB; Ucinet
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