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From Instrumental Rationality to Value
Rationality: the Choices of the Education
of Library, Information and Archives
Management in the Age of Data

LI Zhuozhuo ZHANG Kang

(School of Social Sciences, Soochow University, Suzhou 215000, China)

Abstract: [ Purpose/significance ] The arrival of the wave of digitization requires the transiton of the
education of library, information and archives management to meet the needs of the data age. [ Method/
process | This paper clarifies the choices of the education of library, information and archives management
in the data age by analyzing the national “double first-class” strategy and the new requirements of the “four
new” talents, the changes of their education in the digital environment, the core values of their education
and the impact of data science on the disciplines and their education . [ Result/conclusion] (1) The
educational content of library, information and archives management should pay attention to the inheritance
and innovation of the curriculum. (2) The younger generation of educators should focus on the inheritance
and continuity of the disciplinary cores of the older generation. (3 ) Oriented by the social needs of the
occupation, their education should face a wider range of related fields and positions. (4 ) The professional
characteristics of the disciplines should be strengthened. Generally speaking, the transition of the education
of library, information and archives management should define their core values, because only by adhering to
the original foundation can we better achieve the expansion of the new field.

Keywords: Education of library, information and archives management; Library, information and archives

management; Digitization; Instrumental rationality; Value rationality
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