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Research on Collection and Utilization of
Ancient Books in Private Library: A Case
Study of Za Library

ZHAO Xin

(School of Information Management, Sun Yat-Sen University, Guangzhou 510006, China)

Abstract: [ Purpose/significance ] Private collection, an important part of the whole book collection in
ancient China, rises again after China’s reform and open. The collaboration of private library with private
collection promotes the utilization of private ancient books. [ Method/process ] This paper takes the
Za library as example to investigate its collection, collation and utilization by visiting and interviewing.

[ Result/conclusion ] The result shows that this private library has great characteristics in the collection
of many ancient books, and make itself popular through cooperating with famous people. However, its
collation, protection and utilization still need to be improved because of lacking money and staff. Therefore,
collaboration with university library or public library might be a good solution.

Keywords: Ancient books collection; Ancient books protection; Ancient books use; Private library
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