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Social Network Research of Chinese Modern
Writers Based on Epistolary Literature
(1919-1949)

Wang Lin' Li Meiying® Jiang Yuwei®

(1. Chinese Academy of Science and Education Evaluation, Hangzhou Dianzi University,
Hangzhou 310018, China;
2. School of Literature, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100048, China;
3. China Agricultural University Library, Beijing 100193, China)

Abstract: [ Purpose/significance ] Epistolary documents carry historical memory and reflect the social
interaction between people. In the context of the rise of digital humanities, the application of social network
theory to the study of the social network relationships of Chinese modern writers included in epistolary
documents can broaden the research horizon. [ Method/process ] The website of Unite Combined Digital
Reference Services Platform was selected as the data source to search the published letters of writers. A total
of 1870 letters exchanged by 223 modern Chinese writers from 1919 to 1949 were sorted out and filtered.
It employed UCINET software to study the epistolary document data and visualize them, which was then
supported by historical materials. [ Result/conclusion ] The whole social network was relatively loose, in
which Lu Xun and Hu Shi were the two core figures. Some famous writers did not have close connections
as the public believed. Some writers often gathered together due to the same academic pursuit or common
community practice. Others were related due to disagreement and controversy.

Keywords: Epistolary literature; Social network; Digital humanities; Modern writers
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