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Thematic Structure and Development Trend
Analysis of Information Literacy Research in
China

Han Muzhe Chen Yihou Liu Guifeng Xing Ying

(Jiangsu University Science and Technology Information Research Institute, Zhenjiang 212013, China)

Abstract: [ Purpose/Significance ] In the new era, information literacy or data literacy will become a core
competency requirement across all industries and disciplines. By sorting out the developmental stages of
information literacy research in China, this study aims to reveal its thematic structure and analyze evolutionary
trends in future. [ Method/Process ] Using 6,230 Chinese core journal papers from CNKI (1995-2024)
as the data source, a logistic growth function was employed to divide China’s information literacy research
into four periods. The BERTopic model was applied in mapping the thematic structures of every period. By
explore the thematic evolution paths during the past 30-years, the development trends of China’s information
literacy research was analyzed as follow. [ Result/Conclusion ] China’s information literacy research and
practice have evolved with technological advancements: University libraries, as the primary institutions for
information literacy education, maintain strong environmental sensitivity; The focus of information literacy
education has shifted from skill-based training to awareness cultivation; Target groups have expanded
from college students to the general public, with emerging emphases like health information literacy; The
public’s understanding of the elemental attributes of information resources continues to deepen, and their
comprehension of data elements is also continuously advancing.

Keywords: Information literacy; BERTopic model; Thematic structure; Development trend
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