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The Identification of Classical Chinese
Painting Theories and the Inquiry of their
Confucianism

Niu Liang' Xiang Wei?

(1. College of Economics & Management,China Jiliang University, Hangzhou 310018, China;
2. School of Arts, Zhejiang International Studies University, Hangzhou 311222, China)

Abstract: [ Purpose/Significance ] Classical painting theories and the ideas theycontain play a dominant
role in the development of Chinese painting, and It is an important issue in the study of the history of painting
to identify the classical nature of these chinese painting theories across dynasties and to analyze their thinking
orientations. [ Method/Process ] We use the method of text reuse and the LSI model to identify the citation
relationship between chinese painting theories across dynasties,the citation network is constructed according
to the order of dynasties, the classical painting theories are identified with the help of the node strength,
between centrality, closeness centrality, authority and hub, and the influence of confucianism in the citations of
the classical painting theories on the history of paintings is analyzed. [ Result/Conclusion ] Su Shi’s “Dongpo
on painting”, Guo Xi’s “The Lofty Message of Forests and Streams”, Guo Ruoxu’s “Record of Experiences in
Painting”, Zhang Yanyuan’s “History of Famous Paintings across Dynasties” are in the significant position in
the citation network and are ranked as classical painting theories. These classical painting theories and their
quoted statements are rich in confucianism, reflecting the profound influence of confucian ideology on ancient
chinese painting thought.

Keywords: Chinese painting theory; Citation network; Latent Semantic Indexing(LSI); Confucianism
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