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The Research and Enlightenment of “Teaching
Librarians” in Foreign University Libraries

Yang Shiling Liang Xiaowen

(Northwest University Library, Xi’an 710069, China)

Abstract: [ Purpose/Significance ] With the development of information literacy teaching, the teaching
roles and responsibilities of librarians are constantly expanding, and the “teaching librarian” post had
been set up in many foreign university libraries. Analyzing the research topics of “teaching librarians”
in foreign can provide useful reference for the basic research and practice of our country in this field.

[ Method/Process ] Using the bibliographic information of English periodicals collected from the database,
the title analysis method was used in this paper to classify and analyze the research topics in the existing
research. [ Result/Conclusion ] Existing research paid more attention to the role positioning of teaching
librarians, the knowledge, skills and responsibilities required by their posts, the identity of teachers and the
teaching evaluation of librarians. In addition, on the basis of discussing the development status of teaching
librarians in foreign and the existing problems in the development process, this paper puts forward some ideas
or suggestions: strengthening the basic research of local teaching librarians to provide theoretical support for
practice; setting up “teaching librarian” posts and formulating post standards and norms; attaching importance
to the cultivation of teaching competency of pre-service librarians.

Keywords: University libraries; Information literacy teaching; Teaching librarians; Role definition
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