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A Review of the Research on the Number
of Books and Periodicals Published in the
Republic of China

BuJunyu He Yuyao Lv Siyi

(School of Information Management, Sun Yet-sen University, Guangzhou 510006, China)

Abstract: [ Purpose/significance ] The article summarizes the relevant research on publication in the
Republic of China, aiming to gain a more systematic and comprehensive understanding of the basic
situation and characteristics of the publication, and to get a glimpse of the overall volume and pattern of the
publications in the Republic of China. The survey provides a solid data foundation for the inspection of the
knowledge flow and derelopment during the period. [ Method/process ] The article takes the publishing data
in the Republic of China as the center, and synthesizes previous related researches to sort out the overall and
specific types of data of the books and periodicals published in the Republic of China. [ Result/conclusion ]
According to the estimation of this study, the species number of books published in the Republic of China
has exceeded 200,000, including nearly 6,000 series, and the species number of periodicals published is
about 25,000. Among these publications, the species number of publications of translations is at least more
than 5,300, and the total number of publications of ancient books is about 26,000 species, about 15,000
kinds of literary works, nearly 12,000 kinds of academic writings, 3,500 kinds of textbooks for elementary
and middle schools, at least 14,000 kinds of picture-story books, at least 1,200 kinds of local chronicles, and
at least 10,000 kinds of government publications. The total number of official newspapers of the provincial
governments is more than 101,000, and there are more than 10 continuously issued statistical data and about
400 kinds of yearbooks. These data restore the appearance of publishing in the Republic of China to a certain
extent.

Keywords: Book publication; Number of publications; Publishing data; The Republic of China
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