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Analysis and Enlightenment of Historical
Digital Humanities Projects in European and
American Universities

Li Chenglin' Xiao Keyi’ Huang Kaijian' Li Zhichao'

(1. School of Public Administration, Xiangtan University, Xiangtan 411100, China;
2. Xiangtan University Library, Xiangtan 411100, China)

Abstract: [ Purpose/significance ] At present, the construction of digital humanities projects in
universities in China is in full swing. It is urgent to explore the historical digital humanities projects in
European and American colleges and universities, summarize their types and characteristics, and provide
ideas for our country. [ Method/process ] This article uses the methods of literature research and network
research to investigate the historical digital humanities projects carried out by 36 universities in Europe
and America.Through summary and analysis, it is concluded that the history digital humanities projects
of foreign universities can be divided into three types: document digitization and database construction,
historical geography development based on VR and AR technology, and text mining and visualization.
Meanwhile, it summarizes the characteristics of the historical digital humanities projects of foreign
universities. [ Result/conclusion ] Based on the development status of digital humanities projects in
China and foreign experience, this paper puts forward three suggestions: clear positioning, releasing
the digital humanities potential of libraries, paying attention to interdisciplinary exchanges, deepening
interdisciplinary cooperation, refusing to copy completely, and building Chinese characteristics.
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