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Humanities in the Digital Age: Progress
and Reflection in the Perspective of LIS and
Relevant Fields

XIAO Peng' YAO Chuhui’

(1.School of Information Management, Sun Yat-Sen University, Guangzhou, 510006, China;
2.School of Information Management, Wuhan University, Wuhan, 430072, China)

Abstract: [ Purpose/significance ] In the field of library and information science (LIS) today, it is especially
important to pay attention to the “user” in the research of digital humanities. There are some critical issues
for LIS researchers: how to provide better service to humanities scholars? How to help them achieve digital
transformation? [ Method/process ] Based on the selective literature review, the authors analyze and discuss
the related domestic and foreign research on humanities scholars. The paper mainly discusses the changes in the
needs for and the use of information resources and digital tools, as well as the changes in the humanities research
processes influenced by digital resources and tools. [ Result/conclusion ] The paper preliminarily summarizes
the digital challenges faced by humanities scholars and suggests that digital humanities research in the LIS
field should be re-started on the premise of breaking the preconception that “digital technology is the natural
redemption of the humanities”.

Keywords: Humanities scholars; Digital humanities; Library and Information Science (LIS)
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